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Agency Speaker Stories 

As a partners with United Way of Siouxland these organizations are working with other local agencies to achieve goals that will improve the lives of everyone in Siouxland.  United Way is working to create lasting change by impacting the Education, Income, and Health of Siouxland.

Great for:

Finding a speaker that suits your interests.
Educating employees about new programs & results.

Download a copy at:

 unitedwaysiouxland.com  Campaign Central / Coordinator Tools


BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS

EVERY CLASSROOM COUNTS

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  
Children Grow Into Successful Adults
Our goal is to help reduce the education gap among Siouxland youth. We know many states use 4th grade reading scores to determine how many prison beds to plan for in their budgets. We aim to change that statistic by partnering with the United Way of Siouxland and the Sioux City Community School District with this unique on-site mentoring program by helping place mentors and volunteers in elementary grade classrooms. 
Statistic:  Last year our agency successfully matched 188 mentors and 188 volunteers in 1st through 4th grade classrooms in the Sioux City Community School District. Teachers have noticed improved attendance on days when a child’s mentor is scheduled to visit and children are making academic improvements in reading and math.

Success Story:  Mike, who is also a campaign coordinator with the United Way, also volunteers with Every Classroom Counts. He shares his story of being matched with a little boy who didn’t know how to spell his own last name. After spending 30 minutes each week visiting, working on his spelling and practicing his letters on a keyboard, Mike’s Little Brother was able to spell his last name confidently! 

BOYS AND GIRLS HOME & FAMILY SERVICES

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

Statistic:  Last year our Family Services’ therapists provided 4,650 counseling hours to Siouxlanders through individual, couples, family and/or group sessions, along with 646 adolescents served in residential treatment programs.

Programming includes services for 12-18 year olds with emotional and behavioral disorders (mental health diagnosis). Most of our children suffer from some form of abuse and neglect that has been ongoing in their childhood often into their adolescences. Most of them have personally experienced some form of trauma or at the least been a witness. Too many have lived in multiple placements before they come here.   Programming includes school, individual therapy, group therapy, family therapy, recreational therapy along with many skill building and problem solving groups and activities. We work closely with our psychiatrist to offer the best care to these kids that we can. 

Success Story:  
Share the “Tootsie Pop” Analogy!
OK, so maybe it’s a goofy analogy but if you think about it…working on goals is a process. Many Boys and Girls Home children are like a Tootsie Pop.  They may have a hard outer shell, yet the most important part is what’s in the center. Just like getting to the center of gooey deliciousness in a Tootsie Pop. It takes time. Consistent effort done through therapy and skill building pays off. So, the reminder for me is that every child that walks through our doors deserves a second chance, and that is what we give them. You must remember anything good takes time and is worth waiting for, just like the center of a tootsie-pop, or the soft, sweet center of a child that has suffered from years of abuse or neglect.

BOYS CLUB

We’ve partnered with United Way to achieve goals that will help:  
Children Grow Into Successful Adults.

Aside from keeping boys safe and involved in positive activities after school, the Boys Club is addressing some of the root causes of academic failure to create the lasting change needed for boys to be successful in school.  We provide programs that have a positive impact on a boy’s ability to focus his attention, improve his listening skills and improve his memory. 

Statistic:  Last year our agency provided more than 150 boys services that impacted the brain development of our boys. 

Success Story:  Billy, an 11 year old, before going through our Brain Zone program, came to the Club almost daily and just hung out in our Learning Center.  We screen boys to see who would most likely benefit the most for our Brain Zone program and it was discovered that Billy was a good candidate.  Billy could only focus his attention for 30 seconds before he became overloaded.  His inability to focus his attention for a longer period of time was causing him to be disruptive at school.  He was often the class clown because of his need to talk and move about.  As a result of his participation in our Brain Zone program, he improved his ability to focus his attention.  He was able to filter distractions and able to get his school work done on time.  He no longer was the class clown. 


CENTER FOR SIOUXLAND – CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELLING PROGRAM

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

Statistic:  Last year Consumer Credit Counseling assisted approximately 900 families and individuals with a variety of financial needs. Our services range from budget counseling and credit card negotiations and repayment to first time homebuyer counseling and delinquent mortgage counseling. When it comes to personal finances, if a client needs assistance, we are here to help!  

Success Story:  When describing what it is we do, one family comes to mind. Rachel and Jeff came to us in February with issues with their mortgage and creditors. They had a deficit in their budget of $600.00 per month. They were 4 months behind on their mortgage and were struggling to meet credit card payments. They have 3 kids in the home, and they were at the point where they were willing to do anything to not lose their house. They are both working two jobs and have made many cuts in their budget to stay afloat. After reviewing their income vs. expenses and discussing their situation in a more objective light, we worked out a more realistic budget, prioritized goals, and began working with their mortgage company. Three months and several phone calls and letters to the mortgage company later, we finally received a response from the mortgage company. They have lowered their interest rate to 4%, which has lowered their house payment by almost $400 per month. This will allow them to stay in their home and start making payments to their creditors to avoid bankruptcy. Since their initial meeting, we have continued to revise their budget and work with their creditors to obtain lower interest rates and a repayment plan that will allow them to regain control of their debt and their finances.


CRITTENTON CENTER

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

We align with this Goal through providing care through three of our programs:

· Maternal health clinic that provides care to over 1500 

· Hopes program that serves 64 families a year 78 kids

· Infant /child care subsidy 29 infants/130 Stella Sanford Childcare 
Success Story:
Anna’s story

· Teenage girl in maternal health clinic -------20% are teens

· Had her healthy baby and then started working with the HOPES program 

· With no income and no child care available during the day was considering dropping out of school to find a job --------10% dropout rates in Woodbury Co. 

· Hopes was able to convince her not to drop out of school and helped to get her enrolled in west high so she could have west high infant day care available

· Finished high school and enrolled in collage while her baby then went on to Stella Sanford Child Care Center

· Currently child still at Stella and mom is on her way to a nursing degree at Briar Cliff College

GIRL SCOUTS
We’ve partnered with United Way to help:  Ensure Children Grow  into Successful Adults. 
Today’s girls are tomorrow’s leaders. At Girl Scouts of Greater Iowa, the Girl Scout Leadership Development experience is designed to help girls build skills by discovering new opportunities, connecting with each other and the community and then taking action. 

Statistic:  Here in the Siouxland Area there are over 2,318 Girl Scouts led by 417 volunteers. Every girl deserves the opportunity to participate in Girl Scouting and we make this possible through our grants for girls program. Last year over $11,600 in financial assistance was distributed in the Siouxland area through our grants for girls program to over 350 girls who may not have otherwise been able to afford to participate in programs, camp and other activities.

You might ask, “Why is it so important for every girl to participate”? Well, according to research conducted by the Girl Scout research institute in 2009, for girls who stay involved in Girl Scouts for five or more years:

· 90% do not feel pressured to drink alcohol

· 96% avoid drugs

· 98% will not experience a teen pregnancy

· And only 1% of Girl Scouts ever go before a juvenile court

Girl Scouting makes a difference in the life of each and every girl participating, and ultimately these girls make a difference in our community. It is with the support of United Way funding, we are able to do this so well.
Success Story:   Girl Scouting is no longer just cookies, camping and crafts. Our girls are able to explore different pathways in Girl Scouting in order to give them the Girl Scout Leadership Experience. 

This past year a Siouxland area Girl Scout troop took on a new Series opportunity through the LEGO League Challenge. In partnership with a local mentor they learned how to build and then program a robot. They took their robot to the state LEGO Challenge in Ames, and won second place amongst organizations and schools throughout the state. 

Girl Scout programs build courage, confidence and character.
LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
· Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

Statistic:  Last year our agency served 242 teen parents and 93% of the high school seniors graduated and enrolled in continuing education.

Success Story:  

Fifteen years ago I began my job as a Family Support Worker in LSI’s Teen parenting program. The first family I enrolled was Micki. Micki was a scrawny 15 year old when she was referred by her school counselor to the Teen Parenting program. She was pregnant and scared to death. Her parents were very angry, afraid she was going to end up like her cousin who gave birth as a teen, quit school and was not a good parent. When I asked what her dreams for the future had been before she found out she was pregnant, Micki talked of finishing high school, going to college, getting a good job, marrying a nice guy and buying a house with a yard and flowers and a white picket fence. Mostly, she wanted to be the best mother she could be. She cried and said now her dreams were dead because of a stupid choice she made and she was sure she was too young to be a good mom. She felt the only thing she could do was to drop out of school and get a job to support her baby. I assured her that all her dreams could still come true but it would take lot of hard work on her part and I would help her. I helped her by referring her to other United Way agencies for services,  teaching her parenting skills, life skills and just being her cheerleader. By the time Micki aged out of the program she had accomplished some of those goals. She was a great mother, she had finished high school and enrolled in college. Her daughter had met all milestones and was a very healthy, happy well nurtured child.

Micki has called me occasionally throughout the years with updates on her life. She called to invite me to her college graduation. She called to let me know she found a great job with benefits. She called to invite me to her wedding to the ‘nice guy’ she had always dreamed of. A while back I received another call from Micki. They had bought a house and invited me to their house-warming party. When I pulled up to their new home I had to sit in the car for several minutes to compose myself. Just like in her dreams, the house had a nice yard, filled with flowers and a white picket fence. She confessed that the house didn’t come with the white picket fence. Her husband built it special to fulfill her dream.  And on the mantle over the fire place were Micki’s dreams as they came to life for all to see.  There was a picture of her at her high school graduation and one at her college graduation. There was a picture of her sitting at her desk at her dream job and a picture of her in her wedding dress when she married the ‘nice guy’. And there in an antique gold frame was a picture of Micki as a scrawny scared, 15 year old , holding her new baby, with a much younger version of myself with my arm around her shoulder.

Although Micki did all the hard work to make her dreams come true, she knows it all started with LSI’s Teen Parenting program which operates from donations to the United Way. Micki and her husband both utilize their company’s payroll deduction plan to donate to the United Way in hopes of helping another scared teen mom pursue her dreams.


MARY TREGLIA COMMUNITY HOUSE

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  
Children Grow Into Successful Adults AND Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

As was the mission 90 years ago, Mary Treglia continues to help our nation’s newcomers adapt, learn English, and attain the right to lawfully live and work in the U.S.  Our English and Citizenship classes, immigration services, and income tax preparation program help Siouxland families become more educated, gain financial stability, and become U.S. Citizens.

But my favorite programs to tell you about are those that are making a difference in the lives of our area kids.  Through our preschool program, we work to ensure children start kindergarten prepared to succeed and their parents are engaged in their child’s education.  We continue that dedication to our children’s education through Camp Imagination, our summer program that aims to stop summer learning loss in Siouxland’s elementary-aged children.

Statistic:  This summer at Camp Imagination, we monitored campers’ reading and math proficiency levels to see just how successful we were at stopping summer learning loss.  I’m thrilled to be able to tell you that 89% of our campers improved or maintained their reading comprehension abilities, and 78% had the same success in their reading speed.  A full eighty percent stopped any sign of summer learning loss in math skills!  

Success Story:  Share a story of someone who was helped that relates to the Goals you’re achieving with the help of United Way.  

I won’t tell both stories…I’ll change as the crowd does!

We’ve been working with an older woman from east Africa who originally came to the U.S. as a refugee, but because of her education and English skills she was fortunate to have a very good job at a local computer company.  However, an accident left her severely disabled and unable to work.  At the time, she hadn’t been in the U.S. long enough to apply for Citizenship so her eligibility for disability benefits was limited and eventually terminated.  She was referred to us from another agency this past spring.  At that time, she had been without electricity since November – she lived in her tiny apartment with no lights, no heat, and no phone through the terrible winter and storms.  Our staff at Mary Treglia has since taken her in and not only ensures she attends our Citizenship preparation classes, but also appealed to the government to grant her a waiver of the $675 Citizenship application fee.  She will soon be scheduled for her Citizenship interview and is sure to pass – finally attaining a dream she had thought was impossible just a few short months ago.

Support from the United Way and Women United is absolutely essential to the mission of stopping summer learning loss in our Camp Imagination students.  Children from low socioeconomic families are less likely to attend an academic summer program because fees seem prohibitive.  With the help of the United Way and Women United, we reduced fees for 76% of our campers this summer, including 119 scholarships.  The investment was worthwhile.  As I mentioned before, more than ¾ of our campers stopped summer learning loss in both reading and math aptitude.  Every one of our fourth graders showed improvements in reading speed, including one young girl whose reading abilities are far below grade level.  She doubled her reading fluency scores in just six weeks at Camp Imagination.


NATIVE AMERICAN CHILD CARE

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Children Grow Into Successful Adults
Statistic:     Last year our agency served 64 preschool children through our early childhood education and development program.  Of the 35 children who were four year-olds and would attend kindergarten in the fall, 32 of them (92%) scored above average on a developmental screening test.  These children all scored well above average with seventeen scoring 100 and the other fifteen scored between 99 and 93.  The three children who did not score above average were all referred to Northwest Area Education Agency for further screening and evaluation.
Success Story:  One of our four year-olds that needed referral to AEA is actually a success story.  Sarah did not come to our program as a three year-old so this was her first child care experience.  At first, the classroom teachers thought she was just very shy and lacked experiences.  When they screened her, though, she only scored 50, and she really lacked any appropriate language skills.  The Lead Teacher also felt Sarah was displaying some different behaviors.  After referring her to AEA, they determined she was autistic.  Our staff and AEA consultants mapped out a plan for her at our agency.  Our teachers really worked with her; and she made a lot of growth as she began to use much more language and became more comfortable with her classmates and teachers.  Her parents are very pleased with her progress and have already registered Sarah’s little sister who is not year three for our program.  Sarah’s need for educational interventions for her to be successful would not have been possible had she not been able to attend our program.  We thank United Way for making Sarah’s journey to success possible.

AMERICAN RED CROSS
We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Provide Safety Net Services to ensure that basic needs are met.  

Safety Net Services help those with immediate needs such as food, water, shelter after an emergency such as a home fire.  We also help with communication with Military Service members and their families during a death, birth, or severe illness.
Statistic:  Last year our agency:  
Provided 13,861 youth and adults with education and information about Germ safety, Wheel safety, Basic Aid Training, Fire safety, and CPR/First Aid.  The American Red Cross provided assistance to 230 individuals after a home fire, flood, or tornado.

Success Story:   A family of 13 lost their home to a fire last spring.  The American Red Cross was at the scene and helped the family secure a safe place to sleep, make sure they had infant supplies for their newborn, and food for the family as they tried to sort out “What next?”  It was still pretty cold out and all of their belongings were damaged by the fire, so the American Red Cross provided warm clothes, shoes, and coats for the 11 children and 2 adults.  Working with the hotel, we were able to secure them an additional couple of nights to find a permanent home.    

SALVATION ARMY

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
►Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

►Provide Safety Net Services to ensure that basic needs are met

Statistic:  Last year our agency:  

Provided an average of 200 food baskets per month to families in need in Siouxland, and this does not count our Christmas food efforts, when we helped more than 800 families have a great holiday season

Success Story:  Share a story of someone who was helped that relates to the Goals you’re achieving with the help of United Way.  

Just recently, an older lady came to us for help with food.  When she was talking to Valerie, our case manager, Val noticed that her eyeglasses were broken.  She sat her glasses down on Val’s desk and the ear piece fell off of one side.  She told Val that she had been looking for a job for almost two years, but she was an older worker, she did not have a lot of skills to work with computers and she was not qualified for a lot of jobs that were avail bible.  

With our partnership with a local optician, we were able to provide her with a free eye exam and a new pair of eyeglasses at no cost to her, as well as helping her with food to get her through until the end of the month.

That happens a lot at the Salvation Army – folks come for one thing, and we are able to help them in other areas of their lives. We look for ways to do that.   But the most important thing we are able to provide is – HOPE.  We want people to know that whatever they face – there is HOPE.  The Salvation Army has been spreading that message of hope in Siouxland since 1888.


SIOUXLAND CARES ABOUT SUBSTANCE ABUSE
We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  
Families & Individuals Achieve Self-Sufficiency

Statistic:  Last year our agency distributed nearly 94,000 pieces of information, initiated 1,576 media contacts, and coordinated 99 positive youth development sessions for 356 youth in an effort to reduce substance abuse in our community.  As a result, during the past year the percentage of youth who have NEVER used alcohol in the past 30 days increased by 4%, the percentage of youth who believe it is difficult to get alcohol increased by 2%, and the number of 12th grade students who participated in binge drinking decreased by 2%.
Success Story:  Because of the United Way, we are able to assist families find the services they need.  You never know when you might get a call from a mother who is in tears, telling us about her son who she thinks has an alcohol problem.  She has tried to navigate through the system but ends up with little hope she can get him services or that he will be alive tomorrow.  Because of our services, provided by United Way funding, we walk them through the steps to get the help they need, open doors for them, and help these families become self-sufficient.


SIOUXLAND CENTER FOR ACTIVE GENERATIONS

(FORMERLY THE SIOUXLAND SENIOR CENTER)

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
     Provide Safety Net Services to ensure that basic needs are met

Statistic:  Last year our agency:  Siouxland Center for Active Generations

The Siouxland Center for Active  Generations had 50585 older adult contacts in the fiscal year starting 7-1-09 thru 6-30-10.  Our health and fitness programs served 14100 of these contacts during the period mentioned above.  This was a 27% increase over the previous year.

Success Story:  Share a story of someone who was helped that relates to the Goals you’re achieving with the help of United Way.  

One of our success stories is from an individual named Ruth.  Ruth joined our Center about 18 months ago with the purpose of using our fitness room.  Ruth has reported a 40lbs weight loss and has been taken off several medications attributed to her being overweight.  Ruth exercises 3 to 5 times per week and is determined to keep losing weight because she feels and looks so good.


WOODBURY COUNTY ARC

(FORMERLY THE ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CITIZENS)

We’ve partnered with United way to Achieve goals that will help:  :
Provide Safety Net Services to ensure that basic needs are met
Statistic: This summer our agency served over seventy individuals who are intellectually disabled between the ages of 3-21 in our summer activity program. Data collected indicated parents were very supportive of the program and the activities provided and viewed them as an excellent summer program. 
Success Story:  

As indicated, we serve more than seventy students and I would like to share information about one of our participants.  He has been in our program for six years and now is 19 years old.  He has developed excellent social skills, has a strong desire to assist others and follows directions plus enjoys being active in our electronic/computer center.  Because of his many positive attributes, he was interviewed and was employed for the summer as an aide.  He worked primarily with other participants in our electronic/computer center with one to two students, assisted getting students from activity to activity and was especially helpful to students who are confined to a wheelchair.  

One can ask why this is such an important story.  When you look at the employment statistics of the intellectually disabled, you will better understand why I am so excited over his employment status.  Statistics indicate that a person with his level of intellectual disabilities, there are fewer than twenty percent who will be independently employed.  He is developing a work résumé that will assist him in the years ahead.  This can best be understood when you think of this individual and what this will mean to him and his family in social development, financial status and personal self evaluation.  In addition, we are starting to look at other participants in terms of how we help them to develop the skills necessary to work as a program aide.  It is our belief that we will have two or more in this same capacity next year.  

